Temple Israel of Highlands County

1305 Temple Israel Drive
Sebring, Florida 33870
863-382-7744 JuLy 2026 / 5786

Temple Israel’s Web Page www.templeisraelofhcfl.org

Temple Israel is a Reform Temple that promotes the enduring and
fundamental principles of Judaism.
Through prayer, study and friendship we strive to enrich our lives
and insure Jewish continuity in Highlands County.
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Congregational Board

Officers:

President:
Julia Ruden

Vice President:
Sara Rosenbaum

Treasurer:
Cathy Blumenthal

Secretary:
Mary Ann Romer

Trustees:

Phyllis Behrens
Karen DelValle
Lois Lewis

Seanna Makepeace
Pamela Paralikis
Rolph Rosenberg
Donna Ruden

Alan Wildstein

Officiating Cantor:

Cantor Riselle Bain
voiceofgladness@aol.com

Cell: 813-600-8013

*American Conference of Cantors
Clergy Committed to Judaism and
Jewish Music

Rabbi Emerita:
Lorraine Rudenberg

Newsletter Staff:
Mary Ann Romer
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One of the wonderful things about our Temple Israel family 1s
that we are open to all peoples — race, religion, gender — the only
rule 1s that there is no attempt to change our Jewish ways of
connecting with God — through prayer, through halacha, through
our Jewish morals and ethics.

This year we had the delight of sharing our Shabbat services,
our Passover celebration, and our yearly Temple Israel concert with
Reverend Drew Willard of Sebring’s Emmanuel United Church of
Christ and members of his congregation.

Some months ago, Reverend Willard approached me to propose
doing an Interfaith “Afternoon of Sacred Storytelling” together
with his Church, our Temple Israel, and the Masjid Al-Jabbar, the
Islamic Society of Central Florida led by Imam Syed Qadri

We have had several wonderful meetings. We decided that our
first presentation of sacred sharing will take place on August 9,
2026, at the Emmanuel United Church of Christ in Sebring.

DATE: Sunday, August 9, 2026
TIME: 3 PM
PLACE: Emmanuel United Church of Christ

3115 Hope Street (off Hammock Road)
Sebring, Florida 33875
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This first dialogue of sharing will be through telling stories about
important women from each of our prospective faiths. Reverend
Willard and Imam Syed will tell stories about Mary, Mother of
Jesus... I, of course, will tell a story about my favorite prophetess,
Miriam, through narration and music. Each story will be about fifteen
minutes.

After the three presentations, we will open the floor to the
audience for conversation and questions. Our time together will
conclude with a delicious meal that will follow the halal and kosher
traditions!

At the center of the Torah, we find Leviticus 19:18, “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” Through interfaith dialogue, we can
promote relationship building and peacemaking, providing an
example for our community and the world at large. We can all
confront antisemitism and islamophobia with dialogue and
relationships. Indeed, the most effective way to dismantle prejudice 1s
to form personal relationships with “the other.”

In our divided society, it is sacred work to create understanding
and bridge across differences to form relationships. That way, we are
practicing Tikkun Olam, healing the world, one program at a time.

I hope to see many of our congregants at this very special event!

Cantor Riselle Bair



Message From the President

JULY 2026 /5786  Jylia Ruden

Dear Friends and Family,

Thank you to everyone who has sent in the annual dues and for the extra donations
towards security and our efforts to keep our doors open!

Our next service is July 3@ and we will have class Saturday July 4". Come at 10AM
for nosh, then class will start at 10:30 AM.

| am SOoo000 saddened by the loss of Bruce Behrens and Herb Weiss last month.
Bruce Behrens’ memorial service is September 27t Sunday at 1:00nPM to 4:00PM.

Herb Weiss’ memorial service will be November 15t Sunday 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM.

Since we are at a heightened security alert status,
yvou must stop at our security check as you drive to the parking lot.

It is summertime and HOT!! Please take care of yourselves! Hydrate yourselves
often!

Happy 250 America 4t of July Independence Day and stay safe, please!

Happy 50" Anniversary to Jay and Susie Luck! Mazel Tov!!! We Love you guys!
Thank you for loving us!!!

Prayers for the world!

Continued prayers Mi Shebeirach for all those who are recovering and healing.
May we continue to go from strength to strength!

Be thankful for everything, everyone, everyday — | am!!

Love always to all,
Julie
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July Oneg is sponsored by:

July 3, 2026 — By the Board

Challah, wine, decaf coffee & fruit are
the basics for our onegs. If you
would like to sponsor an Oneqg
contact Karen del Valle 863-260-0325

na1 aTin - Thank You
Alan Wildstein for your
continued and generous
support for
Alan Jay Automotive for our
transportation to and from
Services!

Please, if you need
assistance to get to services,
Contact Cantor Riselle Bain
813-600-8013

LUNCH BUNCH

The Ladies Lunch Bunch
is on hiatus until Tuesday
September 22, 2026

/

Contact Renee Tepper
863-414-8811 or

reneetepper@gmail.com

Happy Anniversary

Jay & Susie Luck 07/04

Leslie & Franklin Sands 07/18

Joe & Lisa Crowder 07/19

Bruce & Rabbi Lorraine Rudenberg 07/20

Stephanie & Marc Hauser 07/24
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Porcelain Doll Studio

207 N. Ridgewood Dr.

Sebring, FL 33870 863-402-9190

|

211 US 27 South
Lake Placid, FL 33852
(863) 465-1880
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July Yahrzeits
** Memorial Plaque in our Shul
Mary Cohen Bain Rose Goldberg Edward Richmond
David Bellin Sylvia Jay Ida Tobias Romer
Elliott D. Blumenthal** Dr. Leon Kahn** Sarah Roth

Maurice Max Lillian Kamen** Joan Rotman
Blumenthal**

Rose Cantor Evelyn Ladinsky H. Pat Sibulkin**
George Dudley Robert Liebeck Meyer Siegel
Faith Faulds** Sylvia Meltzer Rose Liemer Snoll

Bertram J. Frankel** Frances Miller** Rita L. Wallbank**
Lewis S. Glick** Cyril Pearl Eva Wexler
YAHRZEIT DONATIONS

Given by
Judy Albin

Julia Ruden
Mary Ann Romer
Jill Liebeck
Millie Anderson

In Memory Of
Louis A. Frank, George Albin
Arnold Neumann, Selma R. Neumann
Judith Abrams, Theodore Romer
Robert Liebeck
Capt. lan R. Pollitt

Celebrate any occasion while benefitting Israel and our
temple. For only $18.00, plant a tree in Eretz Yisrael.
Simply e-mail the donor and recipient information to:
jruden1l8@gmail.com

Mail your check to the temple, payable to Temple Israel.




CARDS SENT
(AUl donations go to our Temple.)

To send a birthday, anniversary, get well, sympathy or mazel
tov card contact Mary Ann Romer at matromer@aol.com.
Write “Temple card” in the email subject box.

Send your minimum $5.00 donation to Temple. -

June Greeting Cards Sent

Anniversary Greeting Cards Sent

By: Congregation, Board of Directors & Trustees, Cantor Riselle Bain

To: Bruce Sherwood & Sara Rosenbaum, Barbara & Robert Anis, Benjamin & Gabi
Crowder

By: Congregation
To: Dr. Lee & Denise Weisberger

Condolence Card Sent
By: Congregation, Board of Directors & Trustees, Cantor Riselle Bain
To: Kathleen Weiss on the passing of Herbert Weiss

Donation to Temple Israel in memory of Herbert Weiss
By: Mary Ann Romer

A tree is being planted in Israel in the memory of Herbert Weiss.

Stephenson-Nelson Funeral Home
Don Elwell it

DIRECTOR OF MARKETING

& PUBLIC RELATIONS ﬁlﬁ”]ﬁ’

401 U.S.Hwy 27S. Sebring, FL 33870 ©

Email: don.clwell® ALANIAY.CON = Automotive Network

Phone (863) 314-5334

Board of County Commissioners

\.\‘ "/6‘6,(
COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT 2 5 P
600 S. Commerce Ave. Sebring,FL 33870 il ?
Emaik delwell@hcbec.net Phone: (863) 402-6835 % %
£

Cell: (863) 381 - 5622 OF T

Craig M. Nelson
Licensed Funeral Director




TEMPLE ISRAEL
OF

HIGHLANDS COUNTY
1305 Temple Israel Drive
SEBRING, FL 33870
863-382-7744

www.templeisraelofhcfl.org

|  INVOICE |
ANNUAL DUES

June 1, 2026 - May 31, 2027
NAME:

ANNUAL DUES

ENHANCEMENT DUES
WOMAN’S CLUB DUES  ($15.00)
NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS ($18.00)
SECURITY DONATIONS

B L L B A

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES
FAMILY: $525.00
SINGLE: $325.00

Please make check payable to:
Temple Israel of Highlands County, FL TOTAL $
Dues payable upon receipt of This Invoice.
*If you are able to increase your dues,
It would be greatly appreciated!!!

NOTE: Special arrangements must be made with the President and/or
Treasurer prior to the end of the first quarter or by September 1% of the
calendar year.
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Services will be at the Shul

Here is the link to access the live services or the saved videos of our past
services since we closed our doors due to the pandemic.

https://www.facebook.com/662042600572611/live/

The following is our schedule of services Fridays at 6:30 unless
otherwise listed:

There is usually a Judaism class on the Saturday morning after the
Friday night service. Come join us for 10AM breakfast and learning.

Friday 7/3/26 — Torah Portion Pinchas
Friday 8/7/26 — Torah Portion Re’eh
Friday 9/11/26 — Rosh Hashanah
Saturday 9/12/26 — Rosh Hashanah
Sunday 9/20/26 — Kol Nidre

Monday 9/21/26 — Yom Kippur Day
Friday 10/2/26 — Sukkot/Simchat Torat
Friday 10/16/26 — Torah portion Noach
Friday 11/6/26 — Torah portion Chaye1 Sarah/ Kristallnacht
Friday 11/20/26 — Torah portion Vayeitzei
Friday 12/4/26 — First Night of Chanukah
Friday 12/18/26 — Torah Portion Vayigash


https://www.facebook.com/662042600572611/live/
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