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Cantor Riselle Bain’s  Message JUNE 2026 / 5786

In June, we begin our summer calendar of one service per month for 

June, July, and August. Currently, our Jewish calendar leads us from the joy 

of the Hebrew month of Sivan – May and early June, into the contemplative 

tone of the Hebrew month of Tammuz – June into July. 

In Sivan, we celebrated Shavuot and renewed our connection to Torah; in 

Tammuz, we begin to prepare our hearts for the deeper historical memory 

that shapes the summer season.

As we move from the month of Sivan into Tammuz, we are invited to 

notice the shift in the spiritual rhythm of the Jewish year. Sivan holds the joy 

of revelation, the gift of Torah, and the memory of standing together at Sinai 

in shared purpose and covenant. It is a month that reminds us that we are not 

alone, and that holiness is something we receive, nurture, and carry forward 

together.

Tammuz arrives with a quieter and more searching energy. The warmth 

of summer is here, but so too is the beginning of a more reflective season in 

the Jewish calendar. We begin to prepare our hearts for the coming weeks of 

remembrance of our people’s history. This transition asks us to hold joy and 

fragility together, to honor what has been given, and to remain awake to the 

pain and resilience woven through our people’s history.

Historically, on Tammuz 16-17 in 1313 BCE, Moses destroyed the 

Golden Calf and reascended Mount Sinai to plead forgiveness for the Jewish 

people.

Also, during the Three Weeks from the 17th of Tammuz to the 9th of the 

Hebrew month of Av, we commemorate the conquest of Jerusalem, the 

destruction of the Holy Temple and the dispersion of the Jewish people.



Cantor Riselle Bain’s  Message (Con’t)      June 2026 / 5786

This movement from Sivan to Tammuz can speak deeply to adult 

spiritual life. We are often living in that very space ourselves—between 

gratitude and grief, between celebration and concern, between the 

blessings we can name and the challenges we are still carrying. The 

Jewish calendar does not rush us through these feelings. Instead, it 

gives them sacred shape. It teaches us that transition itself can be holy.

May this summer season help us receive the gifts of Torah and our 

heritage with renewed appreciation, and may it also give us the courage 

to enter Tammuz with honesty, tenderness, and hope. As always, may 

our Temple Israel community find continued strength in learning, 

comfort in one another, and blessing in the unfolding of each month.

See you June 5th, then until we meet again July 3rd. May this month 

of June – Sivan to Tammuz – inspire to give thanks for our blessings, 

and to strengthen ourselves and our community with wisdom, memory, 

and hope.

Cantor Riselle Bain



Message From the President Julia Ruden

Dear Friends and Family;

First, I want to thank all the Board members who continue to serve as Board 

members to keep our Shul running! 

It does take a village to keep us open!

As we start our NEW fiscal year, I am happy, thankful and grateful to say…

The State of our Temple Israel of Highlands County, FL is AMAZING because of our 

congregation! YOU are why we are open!

The budget is “Status Quo” which means we are open and will remain open.

Every year we are approximately $40,000.00 short or in the red for what it costs to 

continue to operate as we do now. The only paid people are clergy, security, cleaning 

and lawn crew.

Please pay your annual dues as soon as possible! The new fiscal year begins June 1 

and your dues are very much needed. Anything extra (for security, emergency 

plumbing or electrical, etc.), is truly appreciated, as always! 

THANKXOXOX YOU to our generous donors who so selflessly help with the 

monetary challenges year after year! My heart melts with gratitude!

Being a part of the congregation of this Temple is a special honor. We are so blessed 

to be here.

The brilliance and beautiful voice of our Cantor Riselle Bain is such a gift which we 

do not take for granted. We love you!

I want to wish safe travels to those of our members who are on the go this summer! 

I hope you will join online for services when we have them.  Our once-a-month 

summer schedule begins in June.

Continued prayers, Mi Shebeirach, for all those who are recovering and healing.

We are saddened at the passing of Robert Klopper and Bruce Behrens.

May we continue to go from strength to strength!

Be thankful for everything, everyone, everyday – I am!!

Love to all, Julie

June  2026 / 5786



Announcements JUNE 2026/ 5786

LUNCH BUNCH

The Ladies Lunch Bunch will be 

on hiatus until Tuesday 

September 22, 2026.

Contact Renee Tepper 863-

414-8811 or 

reneetepper@gmail.com

 Thank You -  תודה רבה

Alan Wildstein for your 

continued and generous 

support for Alan Jay 

Automotive for our 

transportation to and 

from Services! Please 

Contact Cantor Riselle 

Bain 813-600-8013 if you 

need assistance to get to 

services.

Happy  Anniversary

Robert & Barbara Anis           6/05

Bruce Sherwood & Sara Rosenbaum     6/19                 

Benjamin & Gabi Crowder                     6/30

Denise & Lee Weisberger                       6/30                 

June Oneg is sponsored by:

 

June 5, 2026 – The Board

Challah, wine, decaf coffee & 

fruit are the basics for our onegs. 

If you would like to sponsor an 

Oneg contact Karen del Valle  

863-260-0325

callto:+1863-414-8811
callto:+1863-414-8811
callto:+1863-414-8811
callto:+1863-414-8811
callto:+1863-414-8811
mailto:reneetepper@gmail.com


June Yahrzeits   

** Memorial Plaque in our Shul                                            

Judith Abrams William Mazen

George Albin** Arnold Neumann

Sadie Bellin Selma R. Neumann

Patricia G. Bezark** Leon Novich**

Helen C. Dallas Benjamin Pintzow

Emanuel Duncan Jodi Richstone**

Martin Elias Theodore Romer**

Fanny Erskine Elizabeth A. Rosen**

Louis A. Frank Fannie Rosen**

Rose Frankel Betty Rosenbaum

Dov Giveon Sarah Roth

Elizabeth Harr Joseph Sewelson

Adele Kaman Robert Siegel

Sydney Kaphan Dorothy Silverman

Walter Kessler Lora  Starr

Abe Kurtz** Matthew L. Steward**

Isadore “Irving” Ladinsky Hyman Tepper

Edward Laveen Mildred Wasoff

Dora Wolkove **

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS 

 Given by   In Memory Of

        Judy Albin                                         Louis A. Frank, George Albin

          Julia Ruden                                      Arnold Neumann, Selma R. Neumann

      Mary Ann Romer                            Judith Abrams, Theodore Romer   

 Andrew Haines               Alice Logue Haines   

In Loving Memory



CARDS SENT
(All donations go to our Temple.)

To send a birthday, anniversary, get well, sympathy or mazel tov card contact 

Mary Ann Romer at matromer@aol.com.

Write “Temple card” in the email subject box.

Send your minimum $5.00 donation to Temple.

May Greeting Cards Sent

Anniversary Greeting Cards Sent

By: Congregation, Board of Directors & Trustees, Cantor Riselle Bain

To: Herb & Kathleen Weiss, Rachel & Eric Spero-Hoy

Get Well Cards Sent

By: Congregation, Board of Directors & Trustees, Cantor Riselle Bain

To: John McClenithan, Tabatha Drew & Dixon Taylor

Condolence Card Sent

By: Congregation, Board of Directors & Trustees, Cantor Riselle Bain

To: Sunny Klopper on the passing of her husband Robert Klopper

To: Phyllis and Scott Behrens on the passing of Bruce Behrens

Thank You Card Sent

By: Congregation, Board of Directors & Trustees, Cantor Riselle Bain

To: John McClenithan, Tabatha Drew, Mary Ann Romer, Donna Ruden & Julie Ruden

 Thank you for the donations made in memory of Bruce Behrens

Trees are being planted in Israel in the memory of Robert Klopper and Bruce Behrens.

Celebrate any occasion while benefitting Israel and our temple. For 
only $18.00, plant a tree in Eretz Yisrael. Simply e-mail the donor and 
recipient information to: jruden18@gmail.com

Mail your check to the temple, payable to Temple Israel.



Cantor Bain’s Schedule:2026 / 5786

The following is our schedule of services Fridays at 6:30 unless 

otherwise listed:

There is usually a Judaism class on the Saturday morning after the 

Friday night service.  Come join us for 10AM breakfast and learning.

Friday 6/5/26 – Torah Portion Beha’alotcha 

Friday 7/3/26 – Torah Portion Pinchas 

Friday 8/7/26 – Torah Portion Re’eh 

Friday 9/11/26 – Rosh Hashanah 

Saturday 9/12/26 – Rosh Hashanah 

Sunday 9/20/26 – Kol Nidre 

Monday 9/21/26 – Yom Kippur Day 

Sunday 9/27/26 – Memorial service for Bruce Behrens at 1PM

Friday 10/2/26 – Sukkot/Simchat Torat 

Friday 10/16/26 – Torah portion Noach 

Friday 11/6/26 – Torah portion Chayei Sarah/ Kristallnacht 

Friday 11/20/26 – Torah portion Vayeitzei 

Friday 12/4/26 – First Night of Chanukah 

Friday 12/18/26 – Torah Portion Vayigash 

Services will be at the Shul

Here is the link to access the live and saved videos of our past services.

https://www.facebook.com/662042600572611/live/

https://www.facebook.com/662042600572611/live/


ANNUAL DUES

June 1, 2026 - May 31, 2027

NAME:   __________________________________________________

ANNUAL DUES    $_____________

ENHANCEMENT DUES                  $_____________

WOMAN’S CLUB DUES  ($15.00)                 $_____________

NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS ($18.00) $_____________

SECURITY DONATIONS $_____________
      

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES   

FAMILY:              $525.00    

SINGLE: $325.00

Please make check payable to:

Temple Israel of Highlands County, FL TOTAL $_____________

Dues payable upon receipt of This Invoice.

*If you are able to increase your dues,

It would be greatly appreciated!!!

NOTE: Special arrangements must be made with the President and/or 

Treasurer prior to the end of the first quarter or by September 1st of the 

calendar year.
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