Temple Israel of Highlands County

1305 Temple Israel Drive

Sebring, Florida 33870
863-382-7744 MARCH 2026/ 5786

Temple Israel’s Web Page www.templeisraelofhcfl.org

Temple Israel is a Reform Temple that promotes the enduring and
fundamental principles of Judaism.
Through prayer, study and friendship we strive to enrich our lives
and insure Jewish continuity in Highlands County.
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Congregational Board

Officers:

President:
Julia Ruden

Vice President:
Sara Rosenbaum

Treasurer:
Cathy Blumenthal

Secretary:
Mary Ann Romer

Trustees:
Phyllis Behrens

Karen DelValle
Lois Lewis

Seanna Makepeace
Pamela Paralikis
Rolph Rosenberg
Donna Ruden

Herb Weiss

Alan Wildstein

Officiating Cantor:

Cantor Riselle Bain
voiceofgladness@aol.com
Cell: 813-600-8013

*American Conference of Cantors
Clergy Committed to Judaism and
Jewish Music

Rabbi Emerita:
Lorraine Rudenberg

Newsletter Staff:
Mary Ann Romer



mailto:voiceofgladness@aol.com

o : - N ) e T~ 9 A .
Camtor Riselle Balms Vlessage  MARCH 2026 / 5786

“3

The story of Purim gives us a language and a spiritual frame for
understanding the frightening rise in antisemitism we are witnessing today. It
also offers a roadmap for Jewish resilience, moral clarity, and faith both in
the story and now.

Megillat Esther describes a Jewish community living as a minority in a
powerful empire, outwardly accepted yet inwardly precarious. Haman’s plot
begins not with violence but with words: he labels the Jews “a certain
people, scattered and separate. .. their laws are different,” portraying us as
disloyal, dangerous, and expendable. Once again in today’s world Jews are
being cast as a malevolent force behind world events, whether through
conspiracy theories, demonization of Israel, or claims that Jews “control”
governments, media, or finance.

In Shushan, antisemitism is “respectable,” backed by royal decree and
sealed with the king’s signet ring. Today, antisemitic ideas have similarly
seeped into elite spaces: campuses, cultural institutions, political discourse,
and influential social media platforms where hostility to Jews or “Zionists”
is often tolerated or excused.

Purim reminds us that hateful rhetoric rarely stays rhetorical. Haman
persuades Ahasuerus that eliminating the Jews is not only justified but
beneficial to the empire. In our own time, we have watched that slide from
speech to threat, from threat to action: worldwide antisemitic incidents more
than doubled between 2022 and 2024, with some studies documenting
increases of over 300% in that period. In the United States alone, 2024 saw
over 9,000 recorded antisemitic incidents, the highest ever documented.

This includes murders of Jewish individuals, attacks on synagogues,
harassment in schools and universities, and mobs gathering outside Jewish
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institutions with chants and signs that target Jews not just policies. What we
read in the Megillah as a royal edict to “destroy, kill and annihilate” finds
echoes today in calls to expel Jews from public spaces, erase Jewish
presence from campuses, or deny Jews the right to safety and self-
determination.

One of the most striking features of the Purim story 1s Esther’s journey
from concealment to courageous visibility. At first, she hides her Jewish
identity; later she steps fully into it, risking her life to say, “If I am lost, I am
lost,” and to plead for “my people and my kindred.” Many Jews today feel a
similar tension between wanting to keep a low profile and feeling compelled
to raise our voices when we see hatred directed at our community.

Esther’s model is not only bravery but strategy. She does not act
impulsively; she gathers information, calls for communal fasting and prayer,
and chooses her moment and words carefully. In our moment, that can mean
educating ourselves about contemporary antisemitism, building alliances
with neighbors and civic leaders, and speaking in a way that is firm but not
hateful, rooted in Jewish values and in a deep concern for the moral health of
the societies we live in. Like Esther, we are called not only to protect
ourselves but to invite the broader culture to reckon with what this hatred is
doing to its own soul.

Mordechai refuses to bow to Haman, even when that refusal puts the
entire community at risk. The Megillah never gives a simple, legalistic
explanation; it suggests instead that his resistance comes from a
profound sense of Jewish dignity and covenantal identity.
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We see modern expressions of that same dignity when Jewish students

wear kippot or Magen David necklaces on campuses where antisemitic
harassment has surged, or when communities continue gathering for prayer
despite threats and protests outside their synagogues. We see it in Jews who
insist that concern for Palestinian suffering cannot require erasing Jewish
trauma or demonizing Jewish peoplehood. Purim teaches that Jewish self-
respect is not arrogance; it is a spiritual obligation, a refusal to let hatred
define who we are.

The Megillah is unusual: God’s name never appears, yet a pattern of
hidden providence runs through every twist and turn. Our own time can feel
similarly godless, as if the forces of hatred and chaos are in control. And yet,
Purim invites us to look for the quiet miracles: the successful security
intervention, the non-Jewish allies who stand with our community, the young
people who choose deeper Jewish learning rather than retreat.

Purim also commands us to turn pain into action: giving gifts to friends,
supporting those in need, and sharing a festive meal that expands our circle
of belonging. When we read the Megillah this year, we are not only
remembering an ancient crisis averted; we are rehearsing our own answer to
the question Mordechai poses to Esther: “Who knows if it was for just such a
time as this that you attained your position?”

Each of us, in our own roles and relationships, has the chance to respond
to rising hatred not with despair but with deeper solidarity, deeper courage,
and deeper commitment to a Jewish future filled with light, joy, gladness,
and honor.

Chag Purim Sameach,

Cantor Riselle Bain
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Dear Friends and Family, March

The Songs From The Heart concert was amazing!! We want to give another round of
applause to our performers: Cantor Joy Katzen-Guthrie, Cantor Neal Taibel, Cantor
Kei Sulhi and Cantor Riselle Bain. Bravo, Bravo!!

Thankxoxox you so very much Everyone! Thank you, Andrew Haines, Phyllis and
Bruce Behrens, Mary Ann Romer, Sara Rosenbaum, Rolph Rosenberg, Donna
Ruden, Vicky Martin, Tyler Carol, Seanna Makepeace, our entire Board, and Cantor
Riselle Bain for all the effort you put into our Temple and for ALL of our celebrations!

| love and appreciate how everyone jumps in to get everything done!! We Do get it
done!

Our Purim spiel is Friday, March 6t at 6:30 PM. Bring a friend and have some fun!
Rehearsal is today, Sunday - March 1t 12:00 Noon with Cantor Riselle at the shul
...time flies so fast... If you would like to participate, come to the rehearsal today at

noon and pick out your costume! We have lots of things to choose from.

Passover is April 18t (Wednesday) @ 6PM, at the Shul. Please make your
reservations as soon as possible! Brisket, veggies, or chicken — Tradition!!! WINE!!!

Remember we have security so you need to stop and say hello and to know the
password when driving up. If you need the password - please ask a board member!

The hope lives for Tikkun Olam = World Peace!

Continued Prayers Mi Shebeirach for all who
are recovering and healing!

May we continue to go from strength to strength.
Be thankful for everything, everyone, everyday — | am!!
Stay Safe! Enjoy Purim. We have Hamantaschen!

Love, Julie
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Riselle Bain

Neal Taibel Kei Suhli

Stephenson-Nelson Funeral Home
& Crematory

Craig M. Nelson
Licensed Funeral Director

“Songs from the Heart” Concert MARCH 2026 / 5786
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Joy Ktien-Guthrie

Don Elwell

DIRECTOR OF MARKETING

& PUBLIC RELATIONS

401 U.S.Hwy 27S. Sebring, FL 33870
Email: don.elwell@ GLENJAY.COM
Phone (863) 314-5334

Board of County Commissioners X "’6'0(
COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT 2

600 S. Commerce Ave. Sebring,FL 33870

Emaik delwell@hcbcc.net Phone: (863) 402-6835 \2) @\é’

25
Cell: (863) 381 - 5622 LorEs

Mrs. Blumie’s
Porcelain Doll Studio

207 N. Ridgewood Dr.
Sebring, FL 33870

863-402-9190

BOARD CERTIFIED

LAKE PLACID EYE CLINIC
GARY ). PEARCE, M.D.
EYE PHYSICIAN & SURGEON

’ 211 US 27 South

s>

Lake Placid, FL 33852
(863) 465-1880
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** Memorial Plaque in owr Shal,.

Alexander Amster**

David Miller**

Ruby J. Blumenthal**

Harry Moscowitz

Linda Blumenthal Cantrell**

Margaret Novich**

Herbert Cowell**

Anne Perlman

Christopher J. Dobbe**

Leo Rosenbaum**

Mildred Duncan

Gwen Siegel

Fannie Erskine

Ina Bertha Smith

Esther Ettinger

Virginia Spence

Edward Levi Fields**

Leon Toister**

Minnie Gorsetman

Marshall Toister**

Philip Gouz**

Jessie Wallace**

Frances V. Heyman

Doris Werner

Stephen Ross Kaphan**

Charles Francis Weiss

Dean Lemelle

Claude Wilson

Sophie Levy

Harold Wilson

Sadie Markowitz**

YAHRZEIT DONATIONS X/j—;g

Given by
Rolph Rosenberg

Mary Ann Romer
Bonnie & Sharee Salles

Joe Snoll

Jill Liebeck
Karen delValle
Andrew Haines

In Memory Of
Germaine Rosenberg
Frances V. Heyman
Sophie Levy, Elliot Salles,
Rabbi Moses Sapir
Solomon Snoll

Judith Liebeck

Ina Bertha Smith

Edgar Meredith
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Announcements

March Onegs are
sponsored by:

March 6, 2026 — The Board - PURIM
March 20, 2026 — The Board

Challah, wine, decaf coffee & fruit
are the basics for our onegs. If you
would like to sponsor an Oneg
contact Karen del Valle
863-260-0325

MARCH 2026/ 5786

LUNCH BUNCH

The next Ladies Lunch Bunch
Group

Monday, March 30, 2026 at

12:30pm

Crossroads Mediterranean
Restaurant

4131 Sun N Lake Blvd
Sebring, FL

Contact Renee Tepper
863-414-8811 or
reneetepper@gmail.com
and let her know you’ll be
there.

N1 nTIn - Thank You
Alan Wildstein for your continued
and generous support from
Alan Jay Automotive Network for our
transportation to and from Services!
And for ALL YOU Dooo!
Please, if you need assistance to get
to services.
Contact Cantor Riselle Bain
813-600-8013

Daniel & Brittanie Franklin 3/09
Max & Sarah Sherwood  3/23

Happy Anniversary
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CARDS SENT
(AUl donations go to Temple Israel.)

To send a birthday, anniversary, get well, sympathy or mazel tov card contact 4 ~
Mary Ann Romer at matromer@aol.com.
Write “Temple card” in the email subject box.
Send your minimum $5.00 donation to the temple.

v

February Greeting Cards Sent

Anniversary Greeting Cards Sent

By: Congregation, Board of Directors & Trustees, Cantor Riselle Bain
To: Seanna Makepeace & Jennifer Allen, Julia & Donna Ruden,
Ronald & Renee Tepper

Thank You Cards Sent for performance of “Songs from the Heart”

By: Congregation, Board of Directors & Trustees, Cantor Riselle Bain
To: Joy Katzen-Guthrie (Pianist), Kei Sulhi, Neal Taibel,
Tom Meisenheimer (reporter)

Get Well Greeting Cards Sent

By: Congregation, Board of Directors & Trustees, Cantor Riselle Bain

To: Vicki Martin for healing for her father, Fredrick (Butch) Martin,
Phyllis Behren, Bruce Behrens, Lois Lewis

TEMPLE ISRAEL PURIM SPIEL 2026

To plant a tree, email your information of whom
you’re honoring/remembering to
jruden18@gmail.com
Mail check ($18.00/tree) to Temple Israel. Write
“Tree” in the memo line on check.
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Future Erev Shabbat Services

6:30 PM (subject to change)
https://www.facebook.com/662042600572611/live/

There 1s usually a Judaism class on the Saturday morning after the
Friday night service. Come join us for 10AM breakfast and
learning.

Friday 3/6/26 — Purim The Scroll of Esther Torah Portion Ki Tisa
Friday 3/20/26 — Torah Portion Vayikra

Passover Seder Wednesday April 1 (first night)

Friday 4/17/26 Yom Ha Shoah/Yom Ha Atzmaut Torah Portion
Tazria/Metzora

Friday 5/1/26 — Torah Portion Emor

Friday 5/15/26 — Shavuot (actual day 5/21-5/23) Torah Portion
Bamidbar
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CELEBRATE PESACH WITH YOUR TEMPLE FAMILY AND FRIENDS ON

WEDNESDAY APRIL 1, 2026 AT 6:00 PM
IN TEMPLE ISRAEL'S SOCIAL HALL
A TRADITIONAL PASSOVER MEAL WILL BE SERVED

** RESERVATION DEADLINE IS MARCH 17, 2026 **

PLEASE MAIL YOUR RESERVATION AND YOUR IN CHECK
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO:
TEMPLE ISRAEL OF HIGHLANDS COUNTY
1305 TEMPLE ISRAEL DRIVE, SEBRING, FL 33870 TELEPHONE (863) 382-7744

NAME
ADULT MEMBERS @ $40.00 EACH $
ADULT NON-MEMBERS @ $50.00 EACH $
YOUNG ADULTS (UNDER 18) $18.00 $

CHILDREN 12 & UNDER are Free

TOTAL $

PLEASE LIST NAMES AND CHOICE OF CHICKEN OR BRISKET

-—

WD
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