Temple Israel of Highlands County

1305 Temple Israel Drive
Sebring, Florida 33870

863-382-7744

FEBRUARY 2026 / 5786

Temple Israel’s Web Page www.templeisraelofhcfl.org

Temple Israel is a Reform Temple that promotes the enduring and
fundamental principles of Judaism.
Through prayer, study and friendship we strive to enrich our lives

and insure Jewish continuity in Highlands County.
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Congregational Board

Officers:

President:
Julia Ruden

Vice President:
Sara Rosenbaum

Treasurer:
Cathy Blumenthal

Secretary:
Mary Ann Romer

Trustees:
Phyllis Behrens

Karen DelValle
Lois Lewis

Seanna Makepeace
Pamela Paralikis
Rolph Rosenberg
Donna Ruden

Herb Weiss

Alan Wildstein

Officiating Cantor:

Cantor Riselle Bain
voiceofgladness@aol.com
Cell: 813-600-8013

*American Conference of Cantors
Clergy Committed to Judaism and
Jewish Music

Rabbi Emerita:
Lorraine Rudenberg

Newsletter Staff:
Mary Ann Romer
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February is here, and it will be a busy month for us at Temple Israel
— our Shabbat service, February 6%, our yearly concert, February 15%,
and our preparation for a Purim spiel fit into the month somewhere!

On the evening of February 15t through the evening of February 29,
our Jewish calendar also reminds us that it is the 15" day of the Hebrew
month of Shevat — also known as Tu B’Shevat, or what 1s commonly
known as “The New Year for the Trees.” It is a time of year when we
celebrate and honor the sacred and unique connection which exists
between Judaism and nature; a time when we remember the biblical
teaching that “the tree of the fields is man’s life”” (Deuteronomy 20:19).

Additionally, it is at this time of year that we remember that spring
1s not too far away. Tu B’Shevat marks the time that spring traditionally
begins in Israel. It is a time when the winter rain subsides and budding
begins. It is for this reason that we might like to add fruits native to
Eretz Yisrael to our Shabbat at home and also to our oneg on February
6" — barley, dates, figs, grapes, pomegranates, olives, and wheat.

Tu B’Shevat is also a call to action. While it is meant to be a
celebration of our relationship with nature, it 1s also a time of education
and reflection, a time to look at our impact upon the world around us
and possibly to change the way we interact with our environment
during the coming year.



Cantor Riselle Bain's Message continued February 2026 / 5786

“The Torah compares humans to trees, because like humans, trees
have the power to grow. And as humans have children, so do trees bear
fruit. And when a human heart is hurt, cries of pain are heard throughout
the world, so when a tree is chopped down, its cries are heard

throughout the world.” (Rashi — pre-eminent medieval French rabbi,
1040-1105)

The earth brought forth vegetation, seed bearing plants, each true to
its type, and trees bearing fruit, each true to its type, with its seed in it.
And God saw how good it was (Genesis1:12).

If you decide to celebrate Tu B’Shevat at home, here are two

blessings you might like to add as you enjoy some of the special foods
for Tu B’Shevat:

1. Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam borei p’ri ha-eitz —
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Creator of the fruit of the tree.

2. Baruch Atah Adonai Eloheinu, Melech haolam borei p’ri ha-adamah
— Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Creator of the fruit of the earth.

Wishing all o happy February,
Cantor Riselle Bain
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Dear Friends and Family;

We are on the final approach to our Annual Fundraiser Show
“Songs From The Heart” Sunday 2/15/2026 at 3:30 PM
($20.per ticket) which is almost sold out. Thank you, Mary Ann Romer!!
If you still want tickets, contact Mary Ann ASAP!!

Thank you to all of our performers that drive hours to get here to help with our
fundraiser concert! Our own Cantor Riselle Bain, along with Janet Nagourney,
Kei Sulhi, Neal Taibel and Joy Katzen-Guthrie pianist.

Thank you to our whole Board and other volunteers as well as our Cantor Riselle
Bain for ALL the efforts you put in to our Temple and all of our celebrations!

Speaking of celebrations...We need participants for our Purim spiel next month,
March 6. Cantor Riselle will reach out for your role in this year's spiel at class on
February 7t and we will get another rehearsal in before Purim.

We will have a short time to rehearse, but we always get it done!; time flies so fast!
Passover is also around the corner on April 1st. The reservation form is included in
this newsletter. Print and mail in the form to the Temple with your checks as soon as
possible. The price went up $10.00.

Thank you to my wife, Donna Ruden for adding more plants to feed the butterflies
and adding more mulch to beautify our Temple Butterfly garden (official registered
Monarch Station). Thank you to Rolph Rosenberg, Vicky Martin and Tyler Caroll for
watering and caring for the garden and everything you Dooooo!!

We are truly blessed with LIFE! The Life is YOU! Thankxoxoxo YOU EVERYONE!
It is always great to see, pray and celebrate with you!

The hope lives for World PEACE, Tikkun Olam!

Continued Prayers Mi Shebeirach for all who are recovering and healing!

May we continue to go from strength to strength!

Be thankful for everything, everyone, everyday — | am!!

Stay Safe! Love Julie



TEMPLE ISRAEL OF HIGHLANDS COUNTY
PRESENTS THE ANNUAL CONCERT
“SONGS FROM THE HEART?”
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2026 AT 3:30PM
TICKET DONATIONS $20 per person
Please contact: Mary Ann Romer

matromer@aol.com

352-442-0830

Riselle Bain Joy Katzen-Guthrie
Cantor, Religious Leader Accompanist, Cantorial Soloist, Composer
Temple Israel of Highlands County Temple Ahavat Shalom, Palm Harbor

Janet Nagourney Neal Taibel Kei Sulhi

Cantorial Soloist, Past President Cantor Cantorial Soloist, Opera singer

Kol HaNeshama, Sarasota Temple Beth Sholom. Sarasota Temple Beth Israel, Longboat Key



Announcements

February Onegs are sponsored by:

February 6, 2026 —

Julia & Donna Ruden,

Seanna Makepeace & Jennifer Allen,
in celebration of their 1stanniversaries

February 20, 2026 — The Board
Challah, wine, decaf coffee & fruit are

the basics for our onegs. If you would
like to sponsor an Oneg contact Karen

del Valle 863-260-0325

FEBRUARY 2026 / 5786

LUNCH BUNCH

The next

Ladies Lunch Bunch Group
Monday, February 23, 2023
at 12:30PM

Albatross Restaurant

County Club of Sebring
4800 Haw Branch Road
Sebring, FL 33875

Contact Renee Tepper
863-414-8811 or
reneetepper@gmail.com
and let her know you’ll be
there.

Hapby Anncversary

Julia & Donna Ruden 2/15
Seanna Makepeace & Jennifer Allen 2/15
Ronald & Renee Tepper 2/17

na1 aTin - Thank You
Alan Wildstein for your
continued and generous
support by
Alan Jay Automotive
for our transportation to
and from Services!
And for ALL YOU Dooo!
Please Contact
Cantor Riselle Bain
813-600-8013
if you need assistance to
get to services.
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CARDS SENT
(AUl donations go to Temple Israel.)

To send a birthday, anniversary, get well, sympathy or mazel tov cardv
contact Mary Ann Romer at matromer@aol.com.
Write “Temple card” in the email subject box.
Send your minimum $5.00 donation to Temple Israel.

January Greeting Cards Sent

Anniversary Greeting Cards Sent

By: Congregation, Board of Directors & Trustees, Cantor Riselle Bain

To: Jay & Rebecca Clarke, George & Pearl Zelma, Amy Rose & Mel David,
Rob & Marni Zuckerman

By: Congregation
To:  Judy Albin & Clint Wallbank

Thank you for Donations

By: Congregation, Board of Directors & Trustees, Cantor Riselle Bain
To: Sharon Schaffer for High Holy Day donation,
Judith Eckstein for donation for Saturday Judaism classes

Get Well Greeting Cards Sent
By: Congregation, Board of Directors & Trustees, Cantor Riselle Bain
To: Barbara Natkin, Julie Ruden, Donna Ruden, Lois Lewis

Condolence Greeting Cards Sent
By: Congregation, Board of Directors & Trustees, Cantor Riselle Bain

To:  Joyce (JJ) Wiebbecke on the passing of her brother Chuck Walker
Mario (Frank) Demelas on the passing of Roberta (Bobbie) Goodman

;:d BOARD CERTIFIED
‘;;;; r”rﬁ 3
e & LAKE PLACID EYE CLINIC
= GARY J. PEARCE, M.D.
Mrs. Bltl miie ’S @ F )//f PHYSICIAN & SURGEON

Lake Placid, FL 33852
(863) 465-1880

Porcelain Doll Studio \ 211 US 27 South

207 N. Ridgewood Dr.

Sebring, FL 33870 863-402-9190




We Remember =
[(AS

FJebruaryYohwzeity
** Memorial Plaque inv our Shul

Max Blumenthal ** Martha C. Ross **
Donald Chinsky Hyman Rotman
Selma Yarrow Elliot Salles
Horace G. Davis ** Rabbi Moses Sapir
Dorothy Donde Hilda K. Schamis **
Dr. Vincent R. Faulds ** Jacob N. Schamis **
Fanny Glazer Beatrice Schwartz
Sylvia Goldstein** Abraham Sherman **
Shelly Greenstein lleana Lilly Sherman **
Kenneth S. Gross ** Solomon Snoll **
Celia Leveene John Stimple
Judith Frances Liebeck Ida Tepper
Thelma Napp** Dr. Hershel Ullman
Sarah Rosenbaum ** Richard Wilson
Sylvia Rosenthal ** Fritz Rosenberg
Harry Romer Ruth Kahn Davis
Harold Abrams Dora Tarabori

To plant a tree, email your
information of who you're
honoring/remembering to
jruden18@agmail.com
Mail check ($18.00/tree) to
Temple Israel. Write “Tree” in
the memo line on check.



http://free-bitsela.com/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=2307&g2_imageViewsIndex=3
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@ YAHRZEIT DONATIONS @

ZICHRONAH LIV'RACHAH

GIVEN BY: IN MEMORY OF:
CATHY BLUMENTHAL MAX BLUMENTHAL
JEFF DONDE DOROTHY DONDE, RITA DONDE
JILL LIEBECK JUDITH FRANCES LIEBECK
MARY ANN ROMER HORACE DAVIS, SELMA YARROW,
HARRY ROMER, HAROLD ABRAMS
SARA ROSENBAUM  SARAH ROSENBAUM,
MAX ROSENBAUM

BRUCE KIRSHNER DR. HAROLD KIRSHNER
ROLPH ROSENBERG  FRITZ ROSENBERG

ELSA KAHN MARC KAHN, DAVID LEVY,
RUTH KAHN DAVIS
RON & RENEE TEPPER IDA TEPPER
JOSEPH SNOLL SOLOMON SNOLL
ANDREW HAINES MARY DELLMANN, EDWARD HAINES

Stephenson-Nelson Funeral Home
Don Elwell £ sonti

DIRECTOR OF MARKETING , -

& PUBLIC RELATIONS mﬁ” ] ’

401 U.5. Hwy 27 5. Sebring, FL33870 T

Email: don.clwell ALANIAY.COM ——Automotive Network

Phone (863) 314-5334

Board of County Commissioners

COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT 2
600 S. Commerce Ave. Sebring,FL 33870

)
S|
Emaik delwell@hcbec.net Phone: (863) 402-6835 é’
Cell: (863) 381 - 5622 &

Craig M. Nelson
Licensed Funeral Director




Cantor Bain'’s Schedule:
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Future Erev Shabbat Services

6:30 PM (subject to change)

https://www.facebook.com/662042600572611/live/

There is usually a Judaism class on the Saturday morning after the Friday
night service. Come join us for I0AM breakfast and learning.

Friday 2/6/26 — Torah Portion Yitro (Revelation at Sinai)

Sunday 2/15/26 —  Temple Israel Concert

Friday 2/20/26 — Torah Portion T rumah

Friday 3/6/26 — Purim, The Scroll of Esther, Torah Portion Ki Tisa

Friday 3/20/26 — Torah Portion Vayikra

Wednesday 4/1/26 — Passover Seder (first night)

Friday 4/17/26 — Yom Ha Shoah/Yom Ha Atzmaut, Torah Portion
Tazria/Metzora

Friday 5/1/26 — Torah Portion Emor

Friday 5/15/26 — Shavuot (actual day 5/21-5/23), Torah Portion

Bamidbar


https://www.facebook.com/662042600572611/live/

CELEBRATE PESACH WITH YOUR TEMPLE FAMILY AND FRIENDS ON
WEDNESDAY APRIL 1st AT 6:00 PM
IN TEMPLE ISRAEL'S SOCIAL HALL
A TRADITIONAL PASSOVER MEAL WILL BE SERVED

**RESERVATION DEADLINE IS MARCH 15TH 2026

PLEASE MAIL YOUR RESERVATION AND CHECK AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO:
TEMPLE ISRAEL OF HIGHLANDS COUNTY
1305 TEMPLE ISRAEL DRIVE, SEBRING, FL 33870
TELEPHONE (863) 382-7744

NAME
ADULT MEMBERS @ $46.00 EACH $
ADULT NON-MEMBERS @$56.00 EACH $
YOUNG ADULTS (UNDER 18) $12.00 $

CHILDREN 12 & UNDER are Free

TOTAL $

PLEASE LIST NAMES AND CHOICE OF CHICKEN OR BRISKET

> 0 N
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